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governments of Louis XV and George I,
It was thus by no means all sunshine for John Law as his fortune neared
its height, and storm clouds kept gathering on the horizon. More and more
of the financier's enemies renewed their activities. About this time a plot
was discovered lo kill him. The circumstances arc obscure, and Saint-
Simon, who is UHJ authority for this statement, doct not elaborate it
except to add lluil a guard of sixteen soldiers was assigned to Law for
the protection of his person and household. A similar guard was provided
for Law's younger brother William, who had come over from London
shortly before this to assist in the management of the bank. Not much is
known about William Law apart from the fact that he was four years
younger than John; he had been a working goldsmith in Edinburgh and
later, after his migration lo London, had at his brother's request acted
as the bank's agent in the City. Besides a wife and considerable com-
mercial knowledge, William Law had brought with him lo France numbers
of craftsmen and artificers, particularly clock- and watchmakers from
Birmingham, whose arts and crafts the elder brother was anxious to
introduce into the country of his adoption.
Animosity against the two brothers, even lo the point of murder, may
well have been encouraged by IVArgcnson, whose retention of the office
of Controller-^ General of Finances was a constant source of irritation to
John Law and bis friends, although the financier had succeeded in
arrogating to himself most of the minis tor's official functions in the field
of fmarket*. IVArgenson, who also held the office of Keeper of the Seals,
now begun to experience the insecurity of his position. He knew, fur-
thermore, thai he was fur from popular in the country. But he was also a
man of good sense ami a certain knowledge of the world, which he had
acquired in the course of his long career as Chief of Police. He realized
that if he persisted in clinging to the finance ministry ho would probably
end by losing not only that portfolio but the Seals as well He thereupon
took the hint and intimated his willingness to surrender the portfolio of
finance. At last the road was open lo the realization of Law's greatest
ambition.
To silence any doubts which remained as to his change of faith, Law
received tho sacrament in the parish church of St. Roch in Paris on Christ-
inas Day, 1710. At the same time he was appointed an honorary church-
warden, and, to mark the occasion suitably, he presented 500,000 livres
to the church's building fund. His liberality at this time was indeed
seemingly boundless. 'He is not avaricious', wrote the Regent's mother